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Red-Hot Patsy Cline musical is also a tender tribute
OnSTAGE IN COVINGTON – MARCH 9th

After hundreds of sold-out performances on the North American tour and an awardwinning run in Branson, Mo., one of the hottest stage shows in America rolls into town
Wednesday, March 9th, when OnSTAGE IN COVINGTON presents the musical theatre
sensation, A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline.
The show traces the late star’s footsteps from her early honky-tonk days and radio fame
through her rise at the Grand Ole Opry and triumphs at Carnegie Hall and Las Vegas.
Written and conceived by Dean Regan, the musical reveals the emotional depth and
range of a singer who defined the term “crossover hit” by dominating country, blues, pop
and gospel charts simultaneously in the 1950s and early 1960s. The show won the Best
New Show Award when it premiered in Branson, Mo., in 1995 and enjoyed universal
praise during its inaugural 36-city North American tour.
A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline features a powerhouse singer and actress who sings
22 of Patsy’s greatest hits including “Walkin’ After Midnight,” “Sweet Dreams,” “I Fall to
Pieces,” “Crazy,” “She’s Got You,” “Seven Lonely Days” and the title song, “Just a Closer
Walk with Thee.”
Backed up by a band of singers and musicians, Patsy interacts throughout the show with
Little Big Man, a disc jockey from her hometown in Winchester, Va., as well as a host of
outrageous stand-up comics that serve as warm-up acts for her concerts and radio
shows.
The audience is also treated to a stunning array of elaborate show costumes - from
Patsy’s signature blue-and-white fringed Opry outfit to the glimmering sequined gown
worn for her Carnegie Hall appearance. These costumes do more than decorate the
stage and the actress. They actually help tell the story of Patsy’s career, life and untimely
death at the age of 29.
The show is produced by Springer Theatricals and the Springer Opera House, the State
Theatre of Georgia, located in downtown Columbus. The Springer is a 143-year-old

National Historic Landmark with a year-round schedule of plays, musicals and a topranked children’s theatre academy. The theatre also has one of the nation’s busiest
touring schedules, performing in over 60 U.S. cities each year. In 1999, the Springer
completed an elaborate $12 million historic restoration that made it a model for historic
theatre preservation across the United States.
Since Reconstruction, the Springer has been a revered Southern cultural institution with
the world’s most celebrated artists making pilgrimages to perform in the Victorian
elegance of its famous mainstage theatre. From Edwin Booth, Lilly Langtry, Buffalo Bill,
Ethel Barrymore and John Phillip Sousa in the old days to more modern appearances by
Mary Martin, Truman Capote, Hal Holbrook, Burt Reynolds and Marvin Hamlisch, the
Springer Theatre has been a centerpiece for the performing arts in the South since 1871.
“A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline is one of the warmest, happiest shows any theatre is
ever likely to present,” said Springer artistic director Paul R. Pierce. “I’ve seen people
swear up and down that they don’t like country music and then head straight for the record
store after they’ve seen Patsy. Even hard-boiled jazz aficionados are surprised when
they hear those flat fifths and diminished chords in many of Patsy’s songs. Far from being
a twangy hillbilly singer, Patsy’s voice and interpretive abilities are easily comparable to
Judy Garland’s. This show has created so many new Patsy fans – especially among
young people who are just discovering the soul and spirit of this great American artist.”
A Closer Walk with Patsy Cline will be performed Wednesday, March 9th at 7:30 PM at
The Fuhrmann Auditorium in the Greater Covington Center. Advance General Admission
tickets for the show are $15 and are on sale now at Covington City Hall, 317 N. Jefferson
Avenue, and the Covington Trailhead 419 N. New Hampshire Street, and online
www.covla.com.

