A MESSAGE FRDM MAYOR MARK - THANK YOu CPD

7 Forthe past few years, the community and the city have stepped up our attempt to improve
' the quality of life of our residents in the West 30s (our historically Black neighborhood). This
has been a three-pronged approach: 1) Cleanliness 2) Housing 3) Public Safety.

: Public Works and | have attacked the illegal dumping that had plagued the area for
years and made a concerted effort at litter mitigation. With much help from the

' residents themselves, one can see a marked improvement in the cleanliness of the area.
«« Code Enforcement has and continues to tackle the problem of abandoned houses.

The West 30's Redemption Company has placed over 40 families into safe, affordable
homes ... each being purchased by the occupants thereby creating equity that may be
passed from one generation to the next. Not a city program but rather a faith-based
community program.

The City, via the Covington Police Department, has aggressively pursued guns, drugs, gambling and the
individuals associated with these activities. In less than two years, more than 80 guns as well as fentanyl,
meth and heroin have been removed from our streets.

WELL, THIS IS NICE

Sargeant Edwin Masters recently sent the following e-mail to his fellow officers. It is particularly gratifying to
have a resident of the West 30s share the sentiment of safety ... and our City is blessed to have these folks in Blue
protecting us.

[Edwin Masters
PD Employees
Mayor Mark Johnson

Tue 4/4/2023 8:08 PM

This evening while watching my son play baseball at Coquille
Park, a gentleman from the west 30s recognized me as a
Covington Police Officer and approached me to have a
conversation. He thanked me for my service and said that our
department has done some great work in the West 30s.

He also stated that for the first time in almost a decade, he
feels safe walking to the store and walking around the
neighborhood. He ended our conversation by telling me that
we need to keep up the great work and that we should be
proud.

The above stated testimony is one of many that we hear from
the citizens in the community. These positive testimonies are
the result of each and everyone’s hard work. Each person at
this Police Department has played a vital role in bringing a
sense of safety and family back to a community that has been
plagued with un-necessary gun and gang violence.

While we still have work to do, you all should applaud yourself
for the difference you are making. This is what we signed up
for, this is why we put on that badge. We are seeing the results
daily from your efforts!

For almost 20 years |, Mayor Mark, have given
historical - walking tours of the West 30s
ostensibly to raise awareness of the needs.
Beginning this past Fall, those tours morphed
from "Look what needs to be done" to "Look what
we, the community, are doing." Good Stuff.

Stay safe and keep up the great work ladies and gents!







