Councilman Joey Roberts suggested a dog park. Turns out the City owns a 1-acre lot at the corner of 15th
Ave and Menetre Drive, adjacent to the walking path. Public Works has underbrushed the lot. Currently, the
site appears suitable. Cost estimates are being calculated for fencing, water feature, parking and surface
material (wood chips).

" Pickleball has quickly grown into a national, all-ages activity. A potential site has been identified at our
& recreation fields. Cost estimates are being calculated to assess feasibility.

Nose Park was identified as lacking playground equipment for ages 2 - 5. Quotes were obtained, and a contract has been
awarded to construct a “treehouse” style play set. Councilman Verrett and | both wanted a pirate ship but were disappointed
that the treehouse-style was superior in features to the pirate ship and had to defer. Completion is hoped for early next year.

Peter Atkins Park was identified as lacking equipment for ages 5 -12. However, there is strong community support for a splash
pad (which, interestingly, costs less than the play apparatus). Admin has requested budgeting from the Council for a splash
pad in the 2023 budget.

Hubie Gallagher Park was found to have age-appropriate equipment for ages 2- 5 and 5- 12. Repairs are needed for the tennis
court lights and are underway.

At the Rec Center, baseball field #4's lighting has outlived its life. Research is underway regarding LED lighting and possible
grants.

RIVER FOREST STREETS AND SEWER

Phase | of Lurline Drive re-build is underway. Budgeting for Phase Il is requested in the 2023 budget.

Diagnostics of sewer line breaks throughout River Forest are underway. Funding for breakpoint repairs and cured-in-place
lining is requested in the 2023 budget.

0ZONE PARK

A grant application has been submitted to rebuild the sewer collection system from Ozone Park to the Waste Water
Treatment Plant (WWTP). $1.9M from American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is earmarked as a match to the State's $2.4M. Sewer
line repairs should always be done before street repairs.

The contract has been awarded for the construction of the baseball field. A Survey of the additional property followed by
wetlands determination lays the foundation for a master plan of the park (Councilman John Botsford).

MENETRE PARK BOAT LAUNCH

Design work for the re-build of boat launches at Menetre Park is underway. A grant application for construction money is
being submitted. The rebuild of the pavilion came out very nice. New parking spaces (trailers vs. non-trailer) have been
effective.

NEW SEWER FORCE MAIN
A new sewer force main ($1.6M) is being completed under Ronald Reagan Hwy to the WWTP ... paid for by ARPA dollars. It will

service Oak Alley, Covington Commons, Savannahs, Privette Drive and surrounding areas.

JAHNCKE AVENUE

Engineering design work for a rebuild of Jahncke Avenue is underway. Recent smoke testing indicates sewer collection lines are whole.
Construction dollars are already budgeted.

Ribbon Cuttings Thank you to all of our businesses who chose Covington as their new home!

Covington Beer Garden James Samaritan Pink Agave
436 N. New Hampshire St. 409 N. Jefferson Ave. 19124 W. Front St.

MARK R. JOHNSON
MAYC

SLOW YOUR ROLL
SLOW YOUR PACE




A SERIOUS NOTE ... ON THE HORIZON FOR COVINGTON

Since the pandemic lockdown, the city computer hack, and Hurricane Ida cleanup are now mostly in our rear view mirror
(apologies to administration staff dealing with Ida-FEMA accounting for the next five years), the City Council and
Administration are back to the non-glamourous task of infrastructure.

Side note #1: Projects are suggested as they benefit the entire city, not a specific Council district. Kudos to our City
Council for budgeting based on the need of neighborhoods rather than by political boundary.

Side note #2: Revenues derive primarily from sales tax collections (75%) supplemented by property taxes (i.e., millages).
Recently our sales tax revenue has increased, which allows us to absorb inflationary cost increases and do more projects
without raising taxes (Thank You business community). Our property millage is the lowest in St. Tammany Parish (as we do
not fully fund the Fire Department and fund none of the recreations with dedicated millages). A renewal for our millages
(25% of our income) will be on the December ballot.

In no particular order and by no means all-inclusive, here's a basketful of updates:

COLLINS BLVD / BOGUE FALAYA BRIDGE

Construction of the new Collins Blvd / Bogue Falaya River bridge is underway. Over the next 10+ years, the plan was to
completely build and finish a phase before beginning the design of the next phase (3 phases). Under such a timeline,
completion was estimated to be in 2033. Through persistent lobbying by the mayor, the city council, the parish president,
our state senator, and our state representative, we were able to get $14,000,000 allocated by the State to start all designs
this Fall. This should shave a few years off of the process. This is a good thing.

SPEED TABLES AND DELINEATORS

In an effort to mitigate speeding around the City, speed tables (elongated speed bumps) have been installed in a few test
locations. Using a Jaymar device, vehicle speed was measured in both directions 24 hours per day. Other factors included
heavy pedestrian use with a lack of sidewalk/road shoulder. By its elongated design, the speed table allows for emergency
vehicles to traverse it safely as well as cars and trucks traveling at 20 -25 mph. At 30 mph, one gets a nice bump. At 35
mph, one will get a jolt. At the cost of $12,000 per unit and as a fiscal matter, the total number to be installed will need to
be limited.

Many residents request 4-Way Stop signs to reduce speeding. Federal guidelines specifically state to not use stop signs in
this manner. They do not work. As an alternative, | have introduced vertical poles (delineators) at problem intersections.
The poles have been well received and have been effective. The cost of each pole is about $100.

PIRATE PARTY

Saturday, November 26, 2022
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8 WORLD CLASS HEADLINERS / Il FULL CONCERTS AND PRODUCTIONS / ELVIS TRIBUTE CONTEST
MEET & GREETS / AFTER PARTIES / SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE EVENTS / GIFT PACKAGES / GIVE AWAYS
FREE DUTDOOR CONCERT 7 FOOD, DRINK & MERCHANDISE VENDERS

NOV. 17 - 20, 2022

FREE CONLCERT
THURSDAY - 5:30PM

AT TRAILHEAD DOWNTOWN COVINGTON
413 NORTH NEW HAMPSHIRE ST.

WWW.KINGFESTIVALS.COM

120 South New Hampshire

2022 TOUR OF COVINGTON HOMES

ickets are $20.00 and are available online at bontempstix.com
-, as well as Braswell Drugs and The Southern Hotel

) December 4th from 2:00 to 5:00 5

N2 2 6:30PM

www.northshorefoodbank.ora/pa
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November

Keep St. Tammany Beautiful Hazardous Waste Collection Day

Zumba with the Mayor 't':
BOUJEE In The Park

Men Who Cook

Veterans Day Ceremony

Pallets With A Purpose

Covington Three Rivers Art Festival ﬂ
LCpl. Justin D. McLeese Marine Corps Ball

Elvis Festival FREE CONCERT ﬂ
Tammany Turkey Trot

Dr. Saux Pirate Party T3
December

Porch Fest ﬂ
Zumba with the Mayor '.('J'
CHF History and Holly Home Tour
Christmas in Covington ﬂ
United Way Day of Action

Mayor Mark’s Blood Drive

DECEMBER 10TH
4:00 TO! :30 Bl
COVINGTON TRAILHEAD

419 N New Hampshire Street

Deck the Rails Kids Crafts
Lollipop Christmas Parade
Santa Clause arrives at 5:00

The lighting of the Tree at 6:30
Candle Light Christmas Caroling

||'|I
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ation
Saturday 8:00 - 12:00 PM FREE Koop Drive
Sunday 12:00 PM FREE Bogue Falaya Hall
Sunday 4:00 PM Tickets Bogue Falaya Park
Sunday 4:00 PM Tickets Justice Center Parking Garage
Friday 10:00 AM FREE Justice Center
Friday 6:00 PM Tickets Northshore Food Bank
Sat/Sun 10:00 to 5:00 PM FREE Columbia Street
Saturday 6:00 to11:00 PM Tickets American Legion Post 16
Thursday 5:30 PM FREE Covington Trailhead
Thursday 8:00 AM Tickets N. Jefferson Ave
Saturday 6:00 PM Tickets Columbia Street Tap Room
Saturday 2:00 - 5:00 PM FREE West 20’s
Sunday 12:00 PM FREE Bogue Falaya Hall
Sunday 2:00 - 5:00 PM Tickets South New Hampshire Street
Saturday 4:00 - 7:30 PM FREE Covington Trailhead
Tuesday 9:00 - 12:00 PM FREE Covington Recreational Complex
Tuesday 10:00 to 6:00 PM FREE Bogue Falaya Hall

SUNDAY, NOV. 6

4-7PM ON THE JUSTICE CENTE|
PARKING GARAGE ROOFTOP)
COVINGTON

Local celebrities & restaurants teal
tastings of their favorﬁz dishes in a
off benefiting CAC - Hopg'h

ADVANCE TICKETS

O AT THE DOOR

*All food, wine
& beer included.
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ELCOME TO OUR PORCH

ORC

COVINGTON

303 W. 26th Ave. -Ben Redwine

626 N. Jackson St. - Molly Taylor

211 W. 25th Ave. - Denton Hatcher

211 W. 23rd Ave. -Pontchartrain Shakers
305 W. 23rd Ave. - Dave Jordan



