
COVINGTON TREE BOARD 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 8, 2024 

Members Present: Emily Couvillon, Jim Lacroix, Bruce Davidson, Pat Steltz 

Members Absent:   

Others Present:  Priscilla Floca, Mayor Mark Johnson 

OLD BUSINESS: 

• Bogue Chitto Park: 
o Group that maintains garden at park and wants to plant fruit trees – looking for 

suggestions on what may survive? 
 One back corner is empty; there is a monument in the park that would look better 

with a tree 
• Pastor Callahan’s father’s marker; may have been moved in  

 “God’s Unchanging Hands” group would like a fruit tree and maintain 
responsibility 

o Suggestions of types of trees:  blueberry bushes, satsuma or lemon tree, fig tree 
• Dog Park: 

o Jim feels like the planting is taking care of itself; no further planting necessary 
o Mayor advised that Monica Pierce in River Forest has identified native flowers growing 

along Menetre, which the City staked and flagged 
• Landmark Tree Program: 

o Have 2 recognized so far, would like to have more applications  
o Would like to include information as water bill insert or e-blast  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Mayor requests that Tree Board put together list of types of trees to be planted in the City 
o List may be broken down by category (fruit, nut, shade, evergreen, etc.) 

 Loblolly pines being replanted in  
o Priscilla suggests coming up with sub-categories 
o Everyone will come to next meeting with “Top 10” at next meeting 

 Needs to include trees that are readily available 
• New appointments – 2 vacancies to fill 

o Mayor trying to think about needs of board when making appointments 
o Are there any needs for this particular board? 

 Most important aspect of Tree Board is educating/helping residents determine 
type of trees to plant and being eyes in community for tree issues  

o Bruce feels like it is important to have representatives  
• Developmental Code rewrite to update and improve the code, including landscape provisions 
• Farmer’s Market Tree: 



o Want to replace pecan tree that was lost 
o Elm is recommended, and Tree Board agrees it would be appropriate 
o Mulching around Farmer’s Market is still up in the air; possible to sod? 

• Priscilla would like to see sod in areas that receive enough  
 Mayor will look into funds available for planting elm and laying sod in 

downtown budget 
 A 15-gallon elm would be appropriate 

• Will need to get price, but should wait until fall to plant 
• Mayor would like to cover area behind Council building in river rock – not for drainage but for 

aesthetics  
o Priscilla questioned whether the Farmer’s Market still set up in that area? 

 Popcorn truck has been setting up in that area 
• Other needs for remaining tree budget ($10,000): 

o Tree pruning needed for sidewalk clearance per Priscilla 
 Per Mayor, may have skilled employees who can do trimming work 
 Priscilla recommends putting together list of needs  

o Oak maintenance for tree in front of Presbyterian church 
• KCB updates: 

o Grant was through Keep Louisiana Beautiful for placement of litter boom on Mile 
Branch, but still waiting for State review before it can be placed 

o Would like to do kick-off during river sweep event (September 28th)  
• Live oak behind City Hall/Bob’s  

o Priscilla thought it would be interesting to put together history of that live oak – Jack 
Terry (land history research) 
 1878 – when town of Covington was platted 
 Presbyterian live oak in picture from  

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, September 12, 2024 


