City of Covington
Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
Office of Community Development (OCD) Louisiana Watershed Initiative (LWI)
Citizen Participation Plan

SECTION 1: POLICY

The City of Covington (the “City”) receives Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery
(CDBG-DR) funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). It is the goal of
the City to encourage and facilitate citizen participation in the planning, implementation, and evaluation
of activities funded through the CDBG-DR Program and the Louisiana Watershed Initiative (LWI).

This Citizen Participation Plan establishes procedures for public engagement, access to information,
public hearings, citizen comments, complaints, and program updates related to CDBG-DR funded
activities. The City will provide citizens with reasonable and timely access to local meetings, information,
and records related to the use of CDBG-DR funds.

The City will provide updates to the public at key stages of program implementation, including project
planning, environmental review, neighborhood impacts, anticipated construction schedules, project
status updates, and project completion.

SECTION 2: ENCOURAGEMENT OF CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

1. The City encourages citizens to participate in the development of the Consolidated Plan, any
substantial amendments to the Consolidated Plan, annual performance reporting, and
implementation of CDBG-DR and LWI funded activities.

2. The City encourages participation by low- and moderate-income persons residing in areas where
CDBG-DR funds are proposed to be used and by residents of predominantly low- and moderate-
income neighborhoods.

3. The City encourages participation by all residents, including minorities, non-English speaking
persons, persons with disabilities, and underserved populations.

4. The City encourages the participation of residents of public and assisted housing developments, in
conjunction with public housing authorities, during the development and implementation of the
Consolidated Plan and related activities.

5. Inaccordance with 24 CFR 91.105(a)(2)(iii), the City shall consult and coordinate, as appropriate,
with local and regional institutions and organizations during the development and implementation
of the Consolidated Plan and CDBG-DR activities, including:

e Continuums of Care (CoCs);

Businesses and developers;

e Nonprofit organizations;

e Philanthropic organizations;

e Community-based organizations; and

e Faith-based organizations.
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SECTION 3: CITIZEN COMMENT ON THE CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN AND AMENDMENTS

1.

2.

3.

The City will provide citizens with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the original Citizen
Participation Plan and any amendments thereto.

The Citizen Participation Plan shall be made available to the public by posting it on the City’s website
and by distributing copies at public hearings, when applicable.

The Citizen Participation Plan will be made available in formats accessible to persons with disabilities
upon request.

SECTION 4: DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSOLIDATED PLAN

1.

Prior to adoption of the Consolidated Plan, the City will make available to citizens, public agencies,
and other interested parties information including:

a. The amount of assistance the City expects to receive; and

b. The range of activities that may be undertaken, including the estimated amount that will benefit
low- and moderate-income persons.

. The City shall minimize displacement of persons and assist any persons displaced as a result of

CDBG-DR funded activities, consistent with applicable federal requirements.

. The City will publish the proposed Consolidated Plan and provide citizens, public agencies, and other

interested parties a reasonable opportunity to examine its contents and submit comments by:

a. Publishing a summary of the proposed Consolidated Plan in a newspaper of general circulation;
and

b. Posting a physical copy at City Hall and an electronic copy on the City’s website.

. The City will accept comments on the proposed Consolidated Plan for a period of at least thirty (30)

days.

. In accordance with 24 CFR 91.105(b)(5), the City will consider any comments or views of residents

received in writing or orally at public hearings in preparing the final Consolidated Plan. A summary of
all comments or views received, including any comments or views not accepted and the reasons
why, shall be attached to the final Consolidated Plan.

. The City will hold at least one public hearing during the development of the Consolidated Plan.

SECTION 5: AMENDMENTS

1.

Substantial Amendments to the Consolidated Plan shall be required when:
a. Changes are proposed in the use of CDBG-DR funds from one eligible activity to another; or
b. Projects are added to or deleted from the Plan.

. When a Substantial Amendment is proposed:

a. The City will provide citizens with reasonable notice, consisting of at least thirty (30) days prior to
implementation of the amendment;

b. Notice of the proposed Substantial Amendment will be published in at least one newspaper of
general circulation and posted on the City’s website;
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c. The City will consider any comments or views received in writing or orally at any public hearing
regarding the proposed amendment; and

d. A summary of comments or views received, including any comments or views not accepted and
the reasons why, shall be attached to the Substantial Amendment.

SECTION 6: PERFORMANCE REPORTS

1. Citizens will be provided reasonable notice and an opportunity to comment on annual performance
reports.

2. The City will accept public comments on performance reports for a period of at least fifteen (15)
days prior to submission to HUD.

3. Notice of the public comment period will be published in a newspaper of general circulation and
posted on the City’s website.

4. The City will consider any comments or views received in writing or orally at public hearings in
preparing the performance report. A summary of these comments or views shall be attached to the
performance report.

SECTION 7: CITIZEN RIGHTS
1. Availability to the Public

a. The Consolidated Plan as adopted, Substantial Amendments, and the Consolidated Annual
Performance Evaluation Report will be available to the public on the City website
www.covla.com.

b. Citizens with disabilities and others who cannot access these documents online should contact
the City to request copies in an accessible format.

2. Access to Records

a. The City will provide citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties with reasonable and
timely access to information and records relating the Consolidated Plan and the use of assistance
under CDBG-DR programs during the preceding five years.

b. Interested citizens should contact the City to request access to records.

3. Technical Assistance

The Citizen Participation Plan must provide for technical assistance to groups representative of persons
of low and moderate-income that request assistance in developing proposals for funding assistance
under any of the programs covered by the consolidated plan, with the level and type of assistance
determined by the jurisdiction. The assistance need not include the provision of funds to the groups.

4. Complaints

a. The City will accept and respond to complaints from citizens related to the Consolidated Plan,
annual plans, amendments, and performance reports.

b. Citizens wishing to submit written complaints are encouraged to use the Citizen Complaint Form
available at City Hall.

c. The City will provide a timely, substantive written response to every written citizen complaint
within 15 days, where possible.
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SECTION 8: JURISDITION RESPONSIBILITY
The requirement for citizen participation do not restrict the responsibility or authority of St. Tammany
Parish for the development and execution of its consolidated plan.

Questions regarding the Citizen Participation Plan should be directed to:
City of Covington

Attn: Grants Administration

317 N. Jefferson Ave

Covington, LA 70433

985-892-1811
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