
  

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed  
Activity in a Floodplain 

LWI Lift Station Panel Elevations 
 

To: All interested Federal, State and Local Agencies, Groups and Individuals 
 
This is to give notice that the City of Covington has conducted an evaluation as required by 
Executive Order 11988 and in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 in Subpart C 
Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Protection of Wetlands. 
The activity is funded under the Louisiana Community Development Block Grant Disaster 
Recovery Mitigation (CDBG-MIT) program and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) grant agreement # B-18-DP-22-0001. The proposed project includes 
improvements to existing lift stations located in the City of Covington, St. Tammany Parish, 
Louisiana, and is located in the floodplain. 
 
The project includes relocating, elevating, and protecting critical infrastructure against flooding, 
including control panels, emergency generators, related electrical equipment, and associated 
structural improvements to prevent inflow and infiltration into 19 existing lift stations located in 
the City of Covington, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana. 
 

• Lift Station 1 – Old Landing Rd @ E 1st Ave 
• Lift Station 2 – S Jefferson St @ E 9th Ave 
• Lift Station 3 – W 8th Ave @ Simpson Creek 
• Lift Station 5 – W 11th Ave 
• Lift Station 9 – S New Hampshire St @ E 20th Ave 
• Lift Station 10 – W 19th Ave @ S Taylor St 
• Lift Station 12 – W 29th Ave @ Mile Branch 
• Lift Station 16 – Beech Dr @ Colleen Dr 
• Lift Station 19 – Gilsbar 2100 Covington Center 
• Lift Station 20 – Behind 969 E Boston St 
• Lift Station 21 – Polders Lane 
• Lift Station 26 – Bogue Falaya Park 
• Lift Station 27 – Riverview @ Old Landing 
• Lift Station 34 – Pine St @ Poplar Dr 
• Lift Station 36 – 500 Block W 6th Ave 
• Lift Station 42 – W 19th Ave @ S Tyler St 
• Lift Station 55 – Barkley Parc 
• Lift Station 58 – W 9th Ave 
• Lift Station 61 – N Pierce St @ Hope Village 

 
This work will include the installation of control panels, electrical equipment, and generators on 
new elevated platforms with access stairs and other related work as needed. Concrete 
foundations will be constructed to support the platforms and equipment. For stations that do not 
currently have a generator, a new generator may be installed on site. The project limits will vary 
by station. Minor shallow digging or excavation may be required within the existing servitude or 
right of way. Excavation may be approximately 1 foot to 4 feet deep. It is anticipated that no 
material beyond what was disturbed during the original construction will be disturbed. 
 



  

The improvements will not increase or change the design capacity or service area of the 
existing lift stations. All work will be done in the street right of way or servitude of the existing lift 
station. All lift stations, except Lift Station No. 21, are located in the 100-year floodplain. Lift 
Station No. 21 is located in Flood Zone C. Construction will take place within a total of 
approximately 1.48 acres in the 100-year floodplain, and approximately 1,820 acres of the 
project’s beneficiary area are in the 100-year floodplain. 
The purpose of the project is to prevent inflow and infiltration into lift station wet wells during 
flood conditions, preserve lift station function, and reduce the risk of untreated sewage 
discharges during flood events, thereby protecting water quality and public health. 
 
The proposed activity will not adversely impact the floodplain or its intrinsic values. No adverse 
impacts are anticipated because work will occur primarily within existing rights of way or lift 
station servitudes and within previously disturbed areas associated with the existing lift station 
sites. In addition, no wetlands are impacted by this project. 
The City of Covington has considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to 
minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial functions and 
intrinsic values of the existing floodplain: 
 
The City of Covington has determined that there is no practicable alternative to locating the 
proposed action within the floodplain. 
 
(i) Reasons the action must take place within the floodplain: 
 
The proposed action consists of flood mitigation improvements to existing lift stations that are 
already located within street rights of way or lift station servitudes throughout the City of 
Covington. The project is limited to existing wastewater collection infrastructure and must occur 
at the existing lift station locations to protect critical electrical and control equipment, preserve 
lift station function during flood events, and reduce the risk of untreated sewage discharges into 
homes, businesses, and waterways. Relocating the action outside the floodplain would not meet 
the purpose of protecting the existing sewer collection system and would require reconstruction 
of infrastructure outside the scope and budget of the project. 
 
(ii) Alternatives considered and reasons for non‑selection: 
 
Alternatives considered included relocating the project outside the floodplain, modifying the 
project to avoid floodplain involvement, using submerged waterproof enclosures, and the No 
Action Alternative. Relocation or redesign to avoid the floodplain was determined to be 
impracticable because the improvements are site-specific and tied to existing lift station and 
wastewater collection infrastructure. Relocating lift stations outside the floodplain would require 
rerouting underground piping, acquiring new rights-of-way, and constructing new lift stations in 
areas not currently served, which would be cost-prohibitive and outside the scope of the 
proposed project. Submerged waterproof enclosures were considered, but were determined not 
feasible due to site-specific operational, maintenance, access, and reliability concerns 
associated with protecting critical electrical components in a sanitary sewer environment during 
flood conditions. The No Action Alternative was not selected because the lift stations would 
remain vulnerable to flooding during heavy rain events, which could disrupt sewer operations, 
result in untreated sewage discharges, and create ongoing public health, environmental, and 
financial risks. Elevating the electrical and control equipment above the base flood elevation 
was selected because it best meets the project purpose and need while allowing the 
improvements to remain at the existing lift station locations. 
 



  

(iii) Mitigation measures to minimize adverse impacts and preserve floodplain values: 
 
The project will be designed by licensed engineers and constructed by licensed contractors. 
Work will occur within existing rights of way or lift station servitudes and, where excavation is 
required, it will be limited to shallow excavation within previously disturbed areas. The project 
will not relocate lift stations, expand the sewer service area, or increase system capacity. 
Electrical and control equipment will be elevated above the base flood elevation on platforms 
with access stairs or other appurtenances as needed to reduce flood vulnerability and preserve 
lift station function during flood events. Construction will be limited to the smallest practicable 
footprint, and the project will be designed and constructed to avoid adverse effects to floodplain 
values. No adverse impacts to floodplain function are anticipated, and no further modification of 
the proposed action is necessary. No final or conditional Letters of Map Revision (LOMR) or 
Letters of Map Amendment (LOMA) have been issued by FEMA for the project sites. 
 
The proposed action will be implemented in compliance with applicable state and local 
floodplain management requirements, and all required permits will be obtained prior to 
construction. 
 
The City of Covington has reevaluated alternatives to building in the floodplain and has 
determined that it has no practicable alternative to floodplain development. Environmental files 
documenting compliance with Executive Order 11988 and 24 CFR 55 are available for public 
inspection, review, and copying upon request at the times and location delineated in the last 
paragraph of this notice for receipt of comments. 
 
There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities 
in the floodplain and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment 
should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these 
areas. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of the floodplain, 
alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate 
project impacts on the floodplain. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an 
important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public 
comment about the floodplain can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and 
impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a 
matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking 
place in the floodplain, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk. 
In accordance with provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, 
as amended, the City of Covington shall not discriminate against individuals with disabilities on 
the basis of disability in its services, programs, or activities. If you require auxiliary aids or 
devices, or other reasonable accommodation under the ADA Amendments Act, please submit 
your request to the ADA Administrator at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance or as soon as 
practical. A seventy-two (72) hour advanced notice is required to request Certified ASL 
interpreters. Contact Information: ADA Administrator, 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, 
Louisiana 70433, (985) 892-1811. 
 
If you need assistance with language interpretation, you may contact the City at 317 N. 
Jefferson Avenue, Covington, Louisiana 70433, (985) 892-1811. 
 
Written comments must be received by the City of Covington at the following address on or 
before September 22, 2026: City of Covington, Caroline Lobaugh, Grants and Procurement 
Administrator, 317 N. Jefferson Avenue, Covington, Louisiana 70433, (985) 892-1811. A full 



  

description of the project may also be reviewed weekdays from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm at the above 
address. Comments may also be submitted via email clobaugh@covla.com. 
 

Publication Dates: 9/14/2026 through 9/29/2026 


